(Organization Letterhead or Individual name with Address)
<Date>

The Honorable Lorena Gonzalez
Assembly Appropriations Committee, Chair
State Capitol Room 2114
Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: SUPPORT SB 884 (Beall)
Dear Assemblymember Gonzalez:
I am writing on behalf of <Association/Group or Individual> to express our support for SB 884 (Beall). This important measure will ensure transparency and accountability for our most vulnerable students in California’s special education system with mental health service needs. 
In June 2011, AB 114 was signed into law, which transferred the responsibility of providing mental health services from county mental health departments to local education agencies (LEA). As a result, LEAs are now responsible for ensuring K-12th students receive mental health services and are required to help students benefit from special education. Today, it is impossible to determine if the shift in services has actually benefited students due to three glaring problems revealed by the California State Audit report:

1. An absence of record-keeping by the sampled LEAs that could shed information on student performance outcomes, making it impossible to assess the effectiveness or lack thereof regarding the mental health services that were provided.
2. Insufficient documentation on how funds were spent for mental health services, including the total amount spent and on what services.
3. Unexplained changes in special education students’ Individualized Education Programs (IEP), specifically in some cases where the school district made unilateral changes without notifying parents.

<Add in a sentence or two on why you or the organization supports this bill>
SB 884 will increase accountability and transparency on how schools are spending their mental health funding by requiring an annual audit on LEAs to determine whether the funds are being used for its intended purpose. This bill will also require the Department of Education to report on student outcome data of children with a mental health service component in their IEP. By providing statewide transparency of mental health funding, student outcome data, and information to parents/guardians, California can ensure that its most vulnerable children in public schools are receiving the adequate care and services they need
Thank you and we urge support for SB 884.
Sincerely,

<Signature>

<Name>

<Title> 
CC: Senator Jim Beall
