LETTERHEAD 
Senator Corbett, Chair, Budget Sub #3 

Assemblymember Weber, Chair, Budget Sub #1 

California State Legislature 

State Capitol 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

RE: Mental Health Parity Enforcement Budget Act 
Dear Honorable Chairs, 

I urge you to support Senators Beall and Steinberg’s Mental Health Parity Enforcement Budget Act. This action will ensure millions of Californians, who are suffering from mental health and substance abuse disorders, get the help they need and deserve at a no cost to the state general fund.

Each year, California falls further behind in our enforcement obligation -- exposing the state to lawsuits and the risk of losing federal funds for non-compliance, a critical issue that Senate Bill 22 sought to address last year. 

The Paul Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 is historic legislation that ends health insurance benefits inequity between mental health/substance use disorders and medical/surgical benefits for group health plans with more than 50 employees. The state, along with health insurance plans, must be in compliance with the federal parity law by Jan. 1 2015 when it becomes fully enforceable. 

The Governor’s revised budget proposal significantly underestimates the resources necessary to meet federal enforcement regulations and key milestones necessary to ensure the timely oversight of the state’s implementation of the federal parity law. It makes no allowances for the hiring and training of employees necessary to research and analyze the new data that health plans will be providing, data that will be essential for measuring the enforcement of mental health parity. 

Additional staff is crucial this year to get California back on track.  New staff would be paid by fees on insurance plans and have zero impact to the state general fund. The state must take additional budget action now or face lawsuits later.

Thank you for supporting the Mental Health Parity Enforcement Budget Act and the millions of Californians who are suffering from mental health and substance abuse disorders. 

Sincerely, 

<Signature> 
<Name> 
<Address> 
<Title> 
Cc: Honorable Edmund G. Brown, Jr., Governor, State of California 

Shelley Rouillard, Director, California Department of Managed Health Care

