SB 1113 SUPPORT LETTER TEMPLATE

Date

Honorable Lorena S. Gonzalez (Chair)
Assembly Appropriations Committee
State Capitol, Room 2114
Sacramento, California 95814

Dear Honorable Lorena Gonzalez,

On behalf of <Organization>, we write in strong support for SB 1113. This bill provides financial incentives for Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) to establish demonstration partnerships with counties or qualified providers to deliver quality school-based mental health services to more children.  

This bill seeks to address a key finding of the Joint Legislative Audit Committee audit titled “Student Mental Health Services: Some Students' Services Were Affected by a New State Law, and the State Needs to Analyze Student Outcomes and Track Service Costs”, which found that LEAs and counties could benefit financially, and improve access to mental health services by collaborating to provide services to Medi-Cal eligible students.  As examples, the audit reported the Mt. Diablo Unified School District had received $1.4 million in federal funds per year through their partnership with Contra Costa County. The Desert Mountain SELPA’s agreement with San Bernardino County allowed it to access almost $4 million for FY 14/15. 
But these beneficial partnerships are seldom implemented. Only six out of 122 SELPAs are known to have agreements in place with a county mental health plan or qualified provider that operates in the county mental health plan.  
LEAs cannot access funding for the Early and Periodic Screening, Diagnosis, and Treatment (EPSDT) services unless they contract with their respective counties or a qualified provider operating in the county mental health plan network.  The upfront investment to implement SB 1113 is dwarfed by the potential additional federal EPSDT revenue received by LEAs.  Under this bill, a wider spectrum of students who are not currently served will become eligible for services, including prevention and early intervention mental health services. Outcomes for programs such as the Early Mental Health Initiative, previously funded by the state Department of Mental Health, show the majority of students who receive prevention and early intervention services avoid entering special education, a much more costly system.

The bottom line is California is leaving tens of millions of federal dollars on the table.  SB 1113 builds upon successful models to better serve children and receive more federal funds. For all these reasons we support SB 1113 and urge your aye vote.

Sincerely, 
<Organization>

<Address>
Cc: Members of the Appropriations Committee
